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Background of The Studies

Natsuo Kirino is currently the best-selling author in Japan for the suspense
novel. Natsuo Kirino is a writer who dares to make a new breakthrough in the
realm of modern Japanese literature which has been dominated by male authors.
The Out novel, published in 1997, made it a success. In addition, the novel led him
to become the first Japanese writer to be nominated for the prestigious MWA
Edgar Allan Poe Award as the best novel in the suspense category (2004).

In Out, Natsuo Kirino tells the life of four working class women with their
respective burdens and having the same fate, namely no happiness and no freedom.
They are Masako from her ostracized life, Yayoi from domestic violence, while
Yoshie and Kuniko are out of financial trouble

Therefore, Out is considered interesting to be investigated because it shows
the figure of a woman who fights against oppressive patriarchal culture. This work
shows a claim against moral norms prevailing in society which is often used as a
tool of male domination which is legalized by the patriarchal system to place
women as objects of domination. The lawsuit is influenced by the women's
transformation movement through the feminism movement which aims to break
down the patriarchal ideology which is detrimental to many women.

Research Problem

This study focuses on discussing the problem of sexual harassment
(sekuhara) as a form of gender discrimination in the novel. This research question
is outlined into two questions, namely
1) How is the practice of sekuhara depicted in Out novel by natsuo Kirino?
2) What purpose or aspect do the women want to fight for as portrayed in

Natsuo Kirino’s Ouz?
Research Objectives

This study aims to explain how is the practice of sekuhara depicted in Out
and what purpose or aspect do the women want to fight for as portrayed in Out.
In this case, the researcher attempt to reveal the practice of sekuhara and how the
women selected as the resistance of women in an attempt to defend themselves.
Theoretical Approach

As the work of women's writing, Natsuo Kirino writings express thoughts
and feelings of women and contain a wide range of solutions offered by women to
get out of the problems they experienced of gender inequality. Her writings were
highly acclaimed. The plot is so interesting, very intelligent in describing the
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character, and has a unique perspective on the portrayal of Japanese society.

This was as proposed in the perspective of a postmodern feminist that
states that women's writing is a writing that is liberating for the women to express
their writings experiences that allow to bring change for women to gain equal
rights as men (Tong, 2010: 293 ). In other words, the various injustices that harm
women's issues can be resolved by the women themselves by means of expressing
their thoughts and feelings through writing.

In order to explain the problem on the basis of the theory used above
refers to the concept of feminist Simone de Beauviour because Natsuo Kirino
regard to the work that is loaded with women's issues. In the novel Out, Natsuo
Kirino apparent desire express feelings, thoughts, and problems of women in his
time are still very relevant today. The thought of Simone de Beauviour contained
in the book The Second Sex. This book became an important milestone and the
beginning of the outbreak of feminism as a discourse and as a movement.

Research Method

The research method is a particular way which used in a study to solve the
problem or answer the filing. Faruk (2012: 24-25) mentions there are two methods
in the study, that is (1) data collection method, which means a set method or
technique to get empirical facts related to the issue of research literature and (2)
data analysis method, that is a set of ways or techniques to draw a relation between
the data and other data which is based on a scientific knowledge. In this study, both
methods are used to extract the practice of sekuhara depicted in Out and what
purpose or aspect do the women want to fight for as portrayed in Out.

Analysis

#Subject and object relationships
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As a woman, this situation doesn’t make women dialectical because it only
fulfills the will of men. Women in patriarchal culture are considered as male
servants at home, doing domestic works at home. Domestic works at home is an
obligation for women in patriarchal culture, such as cooking, preparing food,
cleaning the house, even the reproductive process. Men are considered kings who
need to be worshipped and praised. Even when all of the works have been done,
women still experience violence from male dissatisfaction.

Violence against women is any act that results in physical, sexual or
psychological misery or suffering in women, including threats of certain acts,
coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in a
private life environment.
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Natsuo Kirino through this quote seemed to want assert that the struggle
for freedom is sought out by women in cooperating in criminal actions eventually
just become apparent. Masako felt the empty herself as a woman, does not even
know the purpose for everything he does for other people. Yayoi as woman who
never fully be subject. Masako is present as an object over others, namely women
who find themselves in need of narcissistic others because he was able to and did
not have a shortage of himself. Women of this type fill his ego with itself as the
most important object.

The presence of women as Masako Out has been growing in confidence in
the woman around him. The emergence Masako who live in the freedom of
thought and action make it a source of inspiration for of other women. Such the
awareness finally bring a sense of shared kinship and in others of women.
Eventually formed the group solidarity that unites them in a liberation movement.
Although essentially solidarity that exists becomes false because it does not find
completion and other problems are present to cover other issues.

#Women's awareness
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However, women are not entirely unconscious beings. Although women in
patriarchal culture are naturally submissive and obedient under men, women are
able to make life planning on their own. He appeared as an abundant and sufficient
figure so that he could plan upon himself. As the following quote, Natsuo Kirino
describes a female figure who began to rebel and was no longer able to accept the
conditions she received. She was not only silent, but began to dare to speak out.
#The Rise of Women
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As in the following quote described by Natsuo Kirino how women can
accept objectification from men, not negatively but positively, i.e. as an attempt to
improve (enrich) the limitations of their perspective. Natsuo Kirino wants to assert
that women play a very dominant role in the family. Women are not just
complementary, but also become the control of the wholeness of the household,
especially in the family sphere. Natsuo Kirino also asserts here that the presence of
women is no longer solely in the domestic arena only as a lasting support for men
who always come to bring life and all possibilities from the outside world. Men are
no longer the essential beings who are fully responsible as the breadwinners outside
the hosue, but women can also play that role at once
#Freedom
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As mentioned in the quotation above, women are portrayed as being able

to transcend the limits of their abilities, dare to argue, seek to demonstrate also
their abilities, and challenge men that they are also capable of doing work that men
can also do. Through this quote, Natsuo Kirino begins to describe that women are
not weak figures, as it has been believed all this time that they cannot speak, cannot
resist, and can only accept all the conditions given by men that make them
absolute objects. Women can also present as subjects of desire.
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Natsuo Kirino describes that in women have great power that women do
not realize themselves. As human beings, women also have an awareness to change
as a free gesture. When they have experienced long-standing pain, they can finally
present themselves as an absolute subject figures. In the excerpt, Natsuo Kirino
shows how a figure who has been considered only a mere object can also present as
a subject, even beyond what was thought all this time. A quote showing a woman
who dares to speak up all the feeling that weighs on her as a result of the violent

actions committed by men.
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In the women's, men looking for "The figure of the Other" as a life partner.
Men through his ambivalent feeling makes women as a source of inspiration in
which the men were able to conquer at will. Men dreamed of her in serenity and
adequacy among all the hustle and bustle of all these difficulties and become a part
of her mind. This dream incarnate in the person of the expectations of women as
mediators between something that is foreign to the male, and a friend who is
identical with him. Women against men with unique abilities, women are also
conscious beings can physically although it seems dominated by men. (Beauvoir:
2003: 214).

Women's liberation efforts will be meaningless if it is done by positioning
himself as a subject. If women are oppressed then she will try to find a way out so
that he could continue to appear as the subject in relation to men. Effort out of the
objectification of women and appears as a subject in a way that kinship foster
togetherness women.

In addition to group unity and revival, liberation effort shackles of
patriarchy also pursued through economic independence of women leaders in Out.
Economic independence will be effective when it has the support of social, political,
and cultural. Economic independence is a key prerequisite for achieving the
freedom of movement of women to patriarchy. As long as women have not been
able to meet the needs of his own life, then women will depend on other people.
Human needs, for example, eating, board, and clothing.

Conclusion

1. In Outnovel, female characters are presented by Natsuo Kirino as a platform to
convey the life experiences of women who experience being decomposed as
objects in manifestations of gender injustice.

2. The awareness of women finally manifested in the form of collective resistance.
Forms of resistance not only in the forms of ideas, but it is done in the form of
a controversial action. Such actions include explicitly stated that he did not
want to be treated arbitrarily so that working with fellow women in the same
boat. Women realized that they had higher levels of reasoning, moral, and
emotional equal to men, so women are not just a tool or instrument for
happiness or perfection of man. Women are agents of reasoning whose
self-esteem 1is in its ability to determine their own destiny.

3. The analysis shows that sekuhara experienced by female in Out novel occurs
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because of the patriarchal ideology in Japanese society which has been rooted
for centuries in all aspects of life, including in the family and work
environment. The female characters which presented by Natsuo Kirino in
Out novel represent women who are shackled but with an awareness of shared
solidarity against and undermining patriarchal dominance .

4. Economic independence of women has been obtained in the novel Out was
entirely freed from the shackles of patriarchy.
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