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Abstract

CNIC or Citizen Nuclear Information Center is a non-profit organization that has been actively for more than
four decades carrying out anti-nuclear movement in Japan. One typical of the anti-nuclear movement is the
production of anti-nuclear discourse through the alternative media namely Han-genpatsu shinbun. The
constructed anti-nuclear discourses do not only serve to advocate anti-nuclear movement, but also to counter
the pro-nuclear energy discourse which is generally produced by state authorities or elites.

This article aims to analyze topics produced by the above organization, especially after the Fukushima nuclear
power plant accident from 2011 to 2015. There are 60 editions and hundreds of articles studied by using
content analysis methods. As a result, this media constructed topics such as topic of anti-nuclear
demonstrations, demands for decommission of the nuclear power plant, the risk of hazardous and radiation
of nuclear power plant and the settlement of the Fukushima nuclear power plant dominantly. While the topic
on economic growth, the benefits of nuclear energy, environmentally friendly energy, and the availability of
electricity supplies generally displayed by mainstream media are rarely mentioned.

Keywords: anti-nuclear movement, anti-nuclear alternative media, media content analysis, CNIC, han-
genpatsu shinbun

INTRODUCTION

Fukushima's first nuclear power plant accident in 2011 has opened eyes of the Japanese public that
the myth of safety of nuclear power plants is just an illusion. A poll conducted by JAEC (Japan Atomic Energy
Commission) in 2013 showed that 79.7% of the Japanese public was against nuclear power plants, with
details of 13.3% wanting nuclear power plants to be phased out and 66.4% being phased out. Inevitably the
accident awakened the anti-nuclear movement which had been in suspended animation for some time. Anti-
nuclear groups are finding momentum to reiterate their mission to remove nukes from Japan. They do
advocacy, discourse production, and anti-nuclear mobilization. As a result, dozens of protests, rallies, and
signature raising.

Protests, demonstrations, and rallies have occurred almost every week since March 2011 in the capital
city of Tokyo. The demonstrators demanded decommission of the nuclear power plant while chanting
"genpatsu yamero" (stop the nuclear power plant). No less than Nobel Prize winner for Literature Kenzaburo
Oe took part and called on the demonstrators “we want political party leaders and business leaders to hear
that we are anti-nuclear” (McCurry, 2011). The culmination of a series of demonstrations was a large
demonstration on June 29, 2012 which was allegedly attended by 200,000 demonstrators (Ban, 2011). The

demonstrators took action in front of the prime minister's official residence shouting "no nukes", "sayonara
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nukes", "saikado hantai" (stop operating nuclear power plants), and others. This is the largest demonstration
in Japan in the last fifty years (Brown, 2015).

In addition to action in the field, the anti-nuclear movement is also manifested in the form of
producing anti-nuclear discourse through various media, both electronic media such as: television, radio;
non-electronic media such as: brochures, printed images, murals, and new media such as websites, social
media and so on. The criticism of nuclear, which has been considered taboo for decades, has warmed up
again as a counter to nuclear propaganda that has been disseminated by the pro-nuclear camp. No less than
tens to hundreds of seminars, discussions, symposiums were held in public sphere, all of which were aimed
at criticizing and eliminating the use of nuclear energy from Japan. The anti-nuclear discourse has become
increasingly popular, discussed not only by intellectuals, but also by ordinary people and workers.

Meanwhile, anti-nuclear groups and organizations produce anti-nuclear discourse by using alternative
media. There are various forms of alternative media, whether they are still in the form of old media such as
leaflets, pamphlets, bulletins, zines, newspapers, or those that have been influenced by new media such as
websites on the internet and accounts on social media. This type of media is used by anti-nuclear groups
because not all of their aspirations and demands are voiced and represented in the mainstream media. In
addition, alternative media provide a free space for criticism, counter to hegemonic discourse, which ends
with social transformation (Mayerhoffer, 2021; Atton, 2006).

One of the anti-nuclear organizations actively conducting anti-nuclear advocacies is named
“Genshiryoku Shiryou Johoshitsu” or in English known as CNIC (Citizen's Nuclear Information Center). This
organization was founded in 1974 by anti-nuclear activist namely Takagi Jinzaburou, one of the oldest anti-
nuclear organizations in Japan with the mission of removing nuclear power from Japan and developing
nuclear energy literacy for the Japanese people. This organization consistently produces anti-nuclear
discourse through alternative media and becomes a reference for Japanese people to obtain nuclear-related
information beyond informed by the government or mainstream media.

CNIC published a Japanese-language tabloid newspaper called "Han-genpatsu Shinbun" which means
"anti-nuclear newspaper". It is an alternative newspaper that has been published since 1975 and has a
mission to disseminate discourse on nuclear abolition and criticism of nuclear energy. When new media
spread to the world in the early of 21st century, this organization began to use websites and social media to
realize its mission. Through anti-nuclear discourse, the CNIC organization continues to contest and counter
the hegemony of pro-nuclear discourse that is continuously produced by the government and mainstream
media, especially after the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident occurred. The problem is what the actual
content of the media that advocates for anti-nuclear? What kinds of issues, agendas, or topics are raised?

There are not many studies and research on the topic of anti-nuclear discourse after the Fukushima
nuclear power plant accident in the media, especially in alternative media. On average, anti-nuclear

discourse studies are carried out on discourses constructed by the mass media or mainstream media. Several
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research works that are closely related to the themes raised in this article include a journal article written by
Wiemann Anna in a journal entitled "Making Memory by Dissociating the Past from the Present: Narratives
of Movement Intellectuals of the Post-Fukushima Protest Cycle in Japan". He examines the anti-nuclear social
movement compared to social movements in Japan in 1960. He compares the narrative of a book that talks
about anti-nuclear demonstrations in front of the PM's residence written by left-wing anti-nuclear activists:
Eiji Oguma and Noma Yasumichi. As a result, Eiji's book includes an eyewitness point of view, and Noma's
book includes his point of view more. Secondly, the need to document anti-nuclear demonstrations to keep
social memory alive.

Secondly, a journal article written by Simon Avenell with the title "Antinuclear Radicals: Scientific
Experts and Antinuclear Activism in Japan". This article discusses the role of intellectual actors in carrying
out the anti-nuclear movement in post-World War Il Japan. The method used is descriptive analytical by
analyzing library data. The result is the role of nuclear experts such as nuclear chemist Takagi Jinzaburo, etc.
in slowing the development of nuclear power, slowing Japan to become less nuclear than its proponents
imagine. But, on the other hand, anti-nuclear experts and their movement have never been players in
mainstream nuclear policy-making and have had to settle for pressure tactics from the political fringes.

Third, journal articles written by Eva Mayerhéffer. This article discusses alternative media as
opponents of mainstream media which are generally very partisan. Case studies were carried out on five
alternative media in Denmark which supports the right wing, published in April 2019. The method used is
qualitative content analysis. The result is alternative media, which are generally in the form of websites,
oppose normalization at the structural level, but appear moderately antagonistic and anti-hegemonic at the
level of article content.

Fourth, a journal article written by Christian Fuchs entitled "Towards a critical theory of alternative
media". This article discusses how to place alternative media in the context of mass media in general in the
context of the capitalist system. The method used is literature study. As a result, alternative media is not
seen enough as a complement to the main media as a prerequisite for a democratic system. Alternative
media need to be seen as critical media that aims to transform society. However, not all of them should be
an alternative. Content must be critical but the media structure can follow the general media structure so
that the media is read, seen, and heard by the public.

When compared with the themes raised in this article, it is known that the topics of previous research
have raised many anti-nuclear discourses which have been articulated in books, library sources and
mainstream mass media. Even if there are those who think about alternative media, it is raised in a country
not Japan but Denmark. While this article raises research on anti-nuclear discourse raised in alternative
media in Japan.

Therefore, this article aims to examine more deeply what contents (topics, issues) are produced by

the CNIC organization through the Han-genpatsu shinbun media in order to carry out resistance, and lawsuits
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against pro-nuclear discourses produced by the rulers or state elites. It is expected that by knowing the most
dominant topic discussed by the media, the aspirations of the anti-nuclear group will be perceived.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This research is media research about anti-nuclear discourse in alternative media produced by an anti-
nuclear organization in Japan called CNIC. The anti-nuclear discourse that was produced was part of a new
social movement, namely the anti-nuclear movement in Japan. This social movement was born in order to
carry out resistance to the policy of using nuclear energy that has existed for decades. The movement also
wants a social transformation towards a nuclear energy free society. Therefore, in order to analyze the
problems raised in this study, the author at least observe it from a perspective based on two theoretical
frameworks, namely: the theory of new social movements and alternative media theory.

Firstly, the theory of new social movements. The so-called social movement is a group of people who
are trying to build a radical new social order, namely a series of collective actions undertaken to bring about
changes in social structures that are guided by a vision, but vaguely articulated, with alternative actions to
actions that produce certain effects. Spencer in Aribowo (2020) said that social movements are collective
efforts for a new order of life. Social movements are generally carried out by “non-elite” groups, namely
those who usually do not have political influence, social prestige, abundant wealth, and their interests are
not routinely articulated or represented in the political system. In addition, they are also generally
aggregated in terms of culture, oppressed in terms of politics, and exploited economically (ibid, 2020: 5). The
tactic of social movements that distinguishes them from other movements is through confrontational and
disruptive ways, but does not abandon the legal aspect. This means that the movement is carried out without
violating the law.

New social movements still inherit the characteristics of social movements in the previous period ("old
social movements"), only the subject, focus, and paradigm of the movement have changed. The focus of
attention is not only focused on issues of injustice, inequality, and oppression in the economic area, but has
expanded to other issues that are less related to economic problems such as: gender inequality,
environmental degradation, ethnic movements, culture, minority issues, transgender, and others. Social
movements in this period were more open across various fields. Marx's ideas and thoughts are still the
inspiration for new social movements but have only been enriched by the thoughts of various other social
experts.

One of them is Habermas who with his theory of communicative action says that social movements
are phenomena, located between living systems and fostered to reclaim normative standards that are
betrayed by a political and economic standard (ibid, 2020: 101). What is meant by normative standards are
standards that include not only universalist moral standards of justice, but also equal recognition and

standards of cognitive knowledge provided by modern science (ibid, 2020: 102).
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Secondly, alternative media theory. According to (Atton, 2006: 8) quoting (McQuil, 1978) alternative
media are media that do not exist in the midst of the dominant media, but media that oppose a domination.
Ezensberger in (ibid: 8) proposes that alternative media should be more emancipatory, which needs to have
characteristics: interactive between audience and producer, collective in nature, and concerned with
everyday life of ordinary people. From an economic point of view, alternative media presents an
interpretation of the world that may not be found elsewhere and emphasizes the distribution of ideas rather
than a profit-seeking motive. As a consequence, this form of organization of media producers tends to
deviate from the standard, prevailing norms and leave a bureaucratic, hierarchical, and old-fashioned
system. Publishers are more motivated in the study of thought and non-commercial, second: the issues
raised are either themed social responsibility or express creativity or both. Third, the publisher does claim to
be an alternative media (ibid, 2006: 13).

Alternative media have become a means of social struggle as well as a place to accommodate the
aspirations and voices of the marginalized and marginalized, namely the workers and those who are
oppressed by the capitalist system. Sullivan's team as quoted by Atton (2006: 15) confirms that alternative
media has two characteristics to be different from mainstream media, namely: a democratic production
process, aimed at social change, and committed to innovation and experimentation with new forms and
things. Michael Traber also stated that alternative media have the task of transforming into a socially,
culturally and economically just society where individuals are not reduced to mere objects of media or
political power.

Alternative media is an important channel to voice the idea of struggle when other channels are
deadlocked. Consequently, alternative publications are also characterized: dealing with the opinions of those
who are small and minority, and expressing an attitude of opposition (hostility) to the belief of the majority,
and giving place to subjects who do not receive news (ibid, 2006: 12). McQuil reinforces by stating the
importance of the availability of democratic media for participants, for example media for marginal, small
communities, or certain sub-cultures. Citing Spivak, Atton argues that alternative media can function as
"heteroglossis" namely a forum for various voices, voices that come from diverse original informants without
their aspirations being reduced at all (ibid, 2006: 9). As a medium of communication in the alternative public
sphere, alternative media is expected to be able to build an agenda and develop opinions. Ideally, agendas
and opinions are given a wider share on alternative media pages than is usually the case on mainstream

media pages.

METHODS
This research is media research, especially alternative media that raises anti-nuclear discourse. The
approach used in this research is an empirical approach using the usual quantitative content analysis method

to see trends in the topic or issues of articles published for five years from 2011 to 2015. In media research,
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content analysis methods are used to find out the visible/manifest content in a media communication,
knowing how important anissue is in the perspective of the media, and perceiving how the trend of the issue
after being raised by a media for a certain period of time.

According to Barelson (1952:18) content analysis is one of the research techniques carried out in an
objective, systematic, and quantitative description of the visible content of communication. In other words,
this method will analyze the object through a quantitative approach. With this method, what will be done is
classifying the topic of an article into pre-determined categories based on the formulation of the problem
raised. Taken steps are as follows:

Firstly, article selection. The selected articles are articles published from January 2011 to December
2015. If each month the CNIC organization publishes one edition, and each edition consists of approximately
10 articles, then from 2011-2015 there are approximately 600 articles. The selection of articles in this period
was based on the consideration that this period was a time of polemics and heated discussions related to
the controversy over the utilization of nuclear energy after the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident in
2011.

Secondly deep reading to articles. The contents of the entire article are examined and try to find a
topic that can represent the article. The same topics were then inventoried, recapitulated, and made into
table. The results of the recap are then analyzed by considering the Japanese context, especially the context
of the polemic of the use of nuclear energy that occurs in the mainstream media. The results of the analysis

are then described and concluded.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The polemic of the use of nuclear energy after the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident 2011 to 2015
Japan is one of the countries in the world that actively uses nuclear energy to supply its electricity
demands. Nuclear energy was chosen because the portion of energy that can be supplied independently by
Japan is no more than 10% of which the rest must be imported from abroad. Therefore, nuclear power plants
(NPP) have been actively developed in Japan since 1954 and have been commercially produced since 1966
(Tanaka & Kuznick, 2011). Along the way, this type of energy has become increasingly attractive to
industrialists in Japan, especially following the oil shock in 1973, when oil prices soared because of the
conflict in the Middle East. Due to this energy, the electricity supply that can be provided independently by
Japan since 1973 has continued to increase, even reaching 20%. In 2010, the number of nuclear reactors
owned by Japan has reached 54 reactors and is one of the three countries with the most nuclear reactors in
the world after the US and France. This amount is equivalent to the supply of 25.1% of Japan's total electricity
supply in 2010. The Japanese economy is very well supported due to the availability of a stable electricity
supply within a minimum limit without being too disturbed by fluctuations in fossil fuel prices abroad from

the 1970s to the decade of early 1990s.
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However, this series of advantages is not without risks. The east coast of Japan was unexpectedly hit
by an earthquake with a magnitude of 9.0 Magnitude and a large tsunami wave with a height of 10-15m on
March 11, 2011. The east coast of Japan, which includes the prefectures of Miyagi, Iwate, and Fukushima,
was devastated by a large earthquake and tsunami. The first site of Fukushima nuclear power plant in the
Fukushima prefecture was not spared. The pump engine that was supposed to supply coolant to reactors
no. 1, 2, 3, and 4 stopped functioning because of the tsunami. It results in hot nuclear rods and then melting,
and the peak occurred in the reactor explosion on March 12, 2011 (Kazuaki, 2013). Radioactive eventually
unavoidably leaks into space, exposing the surrounding air, water, and soil.

The impact of the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident residents within a radius of 20 km must be
evacuated. In addition, air, soil, and water are also contaminated with contaminated radioactive substances
that have the potential to pose a risk of disease for those who inhale and ingest them. After the accident it
was discovered that the Fukushima reactor had released 17 million curies of lodine-131 isotope radiation
(lower than that released at Chernobyl but higher than that released at Three Miles Island) (Joskow &
Parsons, 2012) and 15,000 terabecquerels of cesium-137. (Khan, 2012) (smaller than Chernobyl 137,000
terabecquarels). lodine and cesium are known as radioactive substances that are harmful to the human
body. In minimal amounts it is not harmful, but if the human body is exposed to it beyond the threshold,

The accident finally opened the eyes of the Japanese public that the myth that nuclear power plants
were safe turned out to be just an illusion. The accident also awakened the anti-nuclear movement which
had been suspended before Fukushima. Anti-nuclear groups are finding momentum to reiterate their
mission to remove nukes from Japan. They do advocacy, discourse production, and anti-nuclear mobilization.
As a result, dozens of protests, protests, rallies, signature-raising and anti-nuclear demonstrations
throughout Japan, both small and large scales, after the Fukushima accident (Oguma, 2011) emerged.

Unable in counter with the various kinds of public pressure, PM Naoto Kan finally took a policy to
review Japan's basic energy plan (Basic Energy Plan). Prior to the Fukushima accident, approximately 30% of
Japan's energy needs were supplied from nuclear and it is targeted to supply up to 50% by 2030 (Kan & Kan,
2018). However, by Naoto Kan, the policy was revised and the nuclear power plant would be phased out to
0% until 2030 (Abe, 2015). What Naoto Kan said is not a figment; it is proven that the Japanese government
has actually decided to stop the operation of all nuclear power plants in Japan to accommodate the demands
and pressures of the Japanese public as mentioned above.

The moratorium of the operation of the nuclear power plant was carried out with the aim of ensuring
the safety level of the nuclear power plant with the new stringent standards. Therefore, starting on May 5,
2012, all nuclear power plants in Japan were inactivated to undergo a disaster resilience audit conducted by
an independent government-established agency called the Nuclear Regulation Authority (NRA). Operations
are only allowed to return if they pass the audit. So for the first time since 1970 Japan is living without a

nuclear energy supply (Batty, 2011). This new status is of course welcomed with joy by anti-nuclear groups

Proceeding of International Conference on Japanese Studies,
Language and Education 2021



|93

and organizations. The goal of stopping the use of nuclear energy has finally been achieved, although there
is no guarantee that the cessation of operations will continue. The anti-nuclear camp has the upper hand
over this situation as if it had a "victory" because all 54 nuclear power plants in Japan were decommissioned.
This “victory” is celebrated in various places, for example hundreds of people parade in Tokyo while holding
up banners to celebrate the victory (Batty, 2011).

However, into 2013 and 2014, Japan's condition without nuclear did not last long. Many feel
uncomfortable with Japan without nuclear energy. There were various voices complaining about the severity
of Japan without nuclear energy supply. They demanded that the nuclear power plant be revived, especially
the votes from the power companies that own the nuclear power plants, which were supported by votes
from the government, votes from the LDP party, and the voices of some pro-nuclear people. The trigger is
none other than the heavy economic pressure due to the absence of a stable electricity supply which is
usually supplied by nuclear power plants. The Japanese government inevitably has to take an unpopular
policy, namely to increase the price of electricity for household and industrial electricity. Household
electricity increased gradually starting from 2011 until its peak reached a significant increase of 25.5% in
2014, as well as industrial electricity in the same range which rose by 18.9% (Japan Ministry of Economy
Trade Industry, 2018). Japan also experienced the deepest trade balance deficit since 1980 as the country's
foreign exchange was eroded for imports of fossil fuels, namely, fuel, gas and coal from abroad (Ben
McLannahan, 2014). The Japanese government's room for managing economy has also narrowed, not only
in terms of encouraging the health of the Japanese economy when the world economy has not yet recovered
from the sluggishness, but also in terms of providing electricity supply which is running low from the previous
period. gas and coal from abroad (ibid, 2014).

At a time when Japan was facing such conditions, the news of the passing of one of the Sendai nuclear
power plants belonging to the private power company Kyushuu Electric Power (Kyushuu Denryoku Kaisha)
in the "safety" and "resilience" tests from the NRA in March 2014 became a breath of fresh air for the pro-
nuclear camp. Moreover, at that time Japan's political direction had changed under the control of the LDP
(Liberal Democratic Party) with Shinzo Abe as prime minister which was more pro-nuclear than the previous
prime minister Naoto Kan. Although anti-nuclear groups continue to carry out anti-nuclear advocacy and
discourse, reactivation of nuclear power plants remains inevitable. The Japanese government's decision to
activate the nuclear power plant was actually realized on August 11, 2015 at the Sendai nuclear power plant,
Kagoshima Prefecture, Kyushu. Then, that date has also become a milestone for Japan's re-use of nuclear
power plants for the first time after a complete vacuum since April 2012. Japan's vacuum from nuclear
energy was not more than three years. Not only that, what is even more surprising is that nuclear energy
policy has also been revised again, from what was previously targeted to be completely phased out in 2030
to continue to be produced even though the amount is limited to a maximum of 20% of all energy supply by

2022 (Japan Ministry of Economy Trade Industry, 2018).
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For the anti-nuclear camp, news like this is certainly very surprising, in the midst of the enthusiasm for
refusing to turn on nuclear power plants. Although only one reactor has been activated from 54 reactors
that have been turned off, the re-activation of the nuclear power plant means that the Japanese
government's energy policy has reversed from the previous one that accommodated the aspirations of anti-
nuclear groups. The nuclear energy policy in Japan, which has almost returned to its original condition, has
marked a new chapter in the use of nuclear energy in Japan. The experience of suffering from the Hiroshima-
Nagasaki atomic bombing, suffering from the 2011 Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, the rejection
of the majority of public opinion against the nuclear power plant and the incessant anti-nuclear movement
after that turned out to be unable to completely erase the existence of nuclear energy even in terms of policy

targets for the future though.

Content analysis of article topics

The Han-genpatsu shinbun is an anti-thesis of mainstream media that takes an anti-nuclear stance.
The issues, topics or discourses raised can be predicted to be contrary to what is raised by the mainstream
media. Pro-nuclear mainstream media, such as represented by the printed newspaper Yomiuri Shinbun
supported by the government tend to raise issues or topics around:

- economic growth,

- the benefits of nuclear energy,

- the risks of not using nuclear energy, the need for nuclear technology.
These issues are apparently avoided by alternative media such as the Han-genpatsu shinbun. The results of

deep reading and inventory of the issue of articles published from January 2011 to December 2015 of it are

as follow.

Article topic Number of articles Percentage
Protests, demonstrations, anti-nuclear power plant (NPP) 228 38%
Demand of phasing out of NPP 96 16%
Radiation and risks of NPP 78 13%
Settlement of the Fukushima NPP Accident and the 2011 79 12%
Great East Japan Disaster

Politics, and policy of NPP 54 9%
Nuclear waste processing/disposal issues 48 8%
Experience from Chernobyl NPP accident 42 7%
Experience of NPP in other countries 30 5%
Experiences of NPP accident in Japan 30 5%
Nuclear casualties (radiation etc.) 24 1%
Children and risk of NPP 24 4%
Criticism of Tepco's responsibility 18 3%
Hiroshima Nagasaki atomic bombing experience 12 2%
Disaster risk to NPP 12 2%
Fear of turning into a nuclear bomb 12 2%
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etc 12 2%
Nuclear fuel transportation risks 6 1%
NPP budget criticism 6 1%
Terrorist risk to NPP 6 1%
Electricity and NPP problems 6 1%
Renewable energy 6 1%

Articles on the topic of anti-nuclear demonstrations, demands for the shutdown of nuclear power
plants, the risk of danger and radiation from nuclear power plants, and settlement of the Fukushima nuclear
power plant are the 4 major topics that dominated this publication from 2011 to 2015. Especially the topic
of demonstrations and protests is very significantly numerous compared to other topics and this kind of topic
is found in every edition. Even not only in the form of written articles, but also in visual form in the form of
photos of demos and protests that occurred throughout Japan. The large number of articles on this topic
cannot be separated from this type of media which is also part of a new social movement whose mission is
to mobilize. News about the demonstration is expected to be an encouragement in other places to do the
same because this kind of news will not be found in mainstream media such as newspapers even if the
newspaper is pro-nuclear. Japan which seems peaceful from the "outside" looks turbulent and full of
dynamics when reading and viewing photos of this topic.

The second most common topic is the demand for the shutdown of nuclear power plants. Through
this topic, it is known that the anti-nuclear group does not only want nuclear power plants to be reduced in
portion, but to be removed altogether. This is an issue that is more or less contrary to the policy of the
Japanese government. The government wants it to be reduced, but the anti-nuclear group wants it removed.
After the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, all nuclear power plants were deactivated for the purpose
of stress testing. When the nuclear power plant passes the test, the operation may be reactivated. However,
anti-nuclear activists expect nuclear power plants to be permanently deactivated, especially for nuclear
power plants that are over 30 years old. This is where the polemic, tug-of-war between the government and
anti-nuclear groups occurs. Government proposed reason that Japan is an energy-poor country and is too
heavy to depend on imported fuel. Meanwhile, Han-genpatsu shinbun offers the use of renewable energy
such as solar energy, wind energy, and ocean currents. But for the government, renewable energy is still
expensive and not efficient.

Next is the risk of nuclear radiation. The risks and dangers of nuclear power plants are also issues that
should be avoided in the mainstream media. That doesn't mean it doesn't exist at all. This news is very small
in number and tends to be underestimated by the mainstream pro-nuclear media because until now, the
direct death toll from direct radiation is very minimal. For example, in the Fukushima accident there were
no deaths due to radiation. This is an alibi for the government to state that nuclear radiation has not had a

significant impact. But for the anti-nuclear group, the nuclear radiation leaking from the Fukushima nuclear
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power plant is very high. It does not directly kill humans, but indirectly humans who are exposed to
continuous exposure will get sick and then die.

The next most common topic is the settlement of the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident. This
topic is widely raised because the settlement of the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident leaves many
problems. Not only related to the problem of the results of the accident investigation that was not clear, but
also related to the radiation dose that was leaked, and the settlement of waste, and contaminated water
used for production. This media shows that even though it happened 10 years ago, the solution to the
Fukushima nuclear power plant problems are never satisfied and actually still has various problems that are
not easy to solve up to now.

The four topics above are not only high in percentage, but are also topics that are generally avoided
by the mainstream media from reporting. This is where the alternative of the Han-genpatsu shinbun lies,
that not only its form is alternative, but also its content. When examined more deeply, almost all of the
topics raised are topics rarely raised by the mainstream media. On the other hand, this media rarely raises
topics such as economic growth and stability, the benefits of nuclear energy, and the supply of stable
electrical energy. It is clear that there is a selection of issues or discourses here. It is natural that alternative

media as its name implies offer alternative topics and issues.

CONCLUSION

From the content analysis above, it is acknowledged that there are four main topics that dominate the
coverage of Han-genpatsu shinbun during the period of the polemic on the use of nuclear energy from 2011
— 2015 namely: anti-nuclear demonstrations, demands for the shutdown of nuclear power plants, risks of
nuclear power and radiation hazards, and settlement of the Fukushima nuclear power plant. These topics
generally will not appear or be heard from mainstream mass media such as print newspapers, television,
and radio. These topics can only be found through alternative media such as the Han-genpatsu shinbun
newspaper above.

It is also known that from the topics raised, this media lacks or does not raise issues such as economic
growth, the benefits of nuclear energy, environmentally friendly energy, and the availability of electricity
supplies which are generally raised as the main topics of mainstream media. This strengthens the theory
regarding alternative media that these media tend to raise marginal topics that are generally not raised by

the mainstream media.
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